
This is the final product after
adding all the accessories to the
G19.  Both the front view and
rear-side view show off the vari-
ous changes that were made,
and it turned out to be a slick lit-
tle package overall.
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Enhance Your Pistol’s Accuracy and More With This DIY Project

recently went on a binge of pistol pur-
chases, and I picked up a few master-
pieces from the ‘70s and ‘80s.
The sights needed to be replaced, so I

had a local gunsmith install them.  After a
few payments to the gunsmith, especially
with the last job being fairly lousy, I decided
it was enough. It was time to do it myself.

Now, this article isn’t for expert gun-
smiths or even the semi-advanced tinker-
er. It’s for people like me who aren’t
mechanically inclined or who are just sim-

ply new to the learning process. 
My thoughts settled on an article

about how to enhance a Glock 19 with
simple add-ons or changes. Most of what
I’m concerned with in this article is
enhancing the comfort of the Glock’s feel,
improving the sights, replacing the barrel
for better accuracy and adding a laser.
These things will help improve the han-
dling of the pistol and will help assist with
better sight acquisition and provide much
better accuracy.  We’ll call this Step One.

Let’s look at the next steps.

TRUGLO TFX SIGHTS
The first thing I started on was replac-

ing the front and rear sights. The Glock 19
had to be fieldstripped, with the slide free
of the barrel and recoil system. Once that’s
done, the slide is usually sitting bottom-
side up. At the front end of slide, you will
see a very tiny hex screw that is used to
hold the front sight in place. That has to
be undone to take off the front sight.TEXT AND PHOTOS BY GARRETT LUCAS

QUICK & EASY

MODIFICATIONS I

This set of Aro-Tek tools were purchased to work on the Glock, and
the nut driver will be used to remove the tiny hex screw at the front
end of the slide.

Now that the factory front sight has been removed, it’s time to
reverse the process and install the new front sight from the TruGlo
TFX series.

Here is the almost-completed front
sight installation.  From here, we
need to go back and make the sight
straighter and make sure the hex
screw is securely in place.

“

”

… this article isn’t for
expert gunsmiths … It’s
for people like me who
aren’t mechanically
inclined …
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A little while ago, I visited
www.Brownells.com and purchased a
three-piece Glock Armorer’s toolkit, made
by Aro-Tek. This kit is specifically for work-
ing on Glock pistols, but it has actually
come in handy on working on several
other guns. Included in the kit is a 3/16-
inch hex nut driver, a .050-inch Allen
wrench for working on the rear sight and a
3/32-inch punch used for taking down the
entire pistol.

Once the hex nut is undone and out of
the slide, you punch out the factory front
sight and then replace it with your sight
choice; in this case it was the TruGlo TFX
(Tritium Fiber) night sights. The TruGlo
sight comes with its own hex screw. Set
aside the factory screw, and use the screw
that comes with the new sight and reverse
the process. Insert the sight, and then set

the screw, make a couple of adjustments
and you’re through. Some people like to
use a very small amount of liquid adhesive
on the screw threads in order to make 
sure the screw doesn't back out through
repeated firings. 

UNIVERSAL HANDGUN 
SIGHT TOOL

To change out the rear sight, I used 
the Universal Handgun Sight Tool I 
bought from Fisher Solutions at
www.SightPusher.com. I chose that one
because it’s relatively compact and easy
to use. I can take it to the range and use it
there to make adjustments to my point of
impact. The current MSRP is $59.95.  

To prep everything to replace the rear
sight, I put three layers of masking tape on
the part of the slide where the clamping

blocks would come into contact. That
helps prevent damaging the finish. The
company’s website doesn’t show this step
in their pictures, but believe me, this is a
step you want to take.

Also, every slide height is somewhat
different, so you need to use shims to raise
the sight high enough for the pusher’s
“claw” to clear the actual slide, but still
grab the rear sight. I just use pieces of
cardboard to get the height properly set.
Once done, you insert the rear of the slide
into the sight pusher, and then clamp the
blocks against the slide by turning the
large wing nut on the bottom.

After the slide is locked in, double
check to make sure the pusher claw is
lined up with your sight. If you’re satisfied
with the positioning, start moving the
pusher claw with a socket wrench until it

Before putting the slide into contact with the metal blocks in the sight
pusher, I used several layers of masking tape on the rear portion of the
slide to protect the finish.

The second step is to start turning the bolt, and when you
meet resistance, use a socket wrench to push the rear sight
completely out.

Now, the rear sight is out and the slide is ready to accept
the new sight.  Just slide the new sight into the dovetail as
far as you can, and then mount the slide inside the sight
tool again.

Since the slide is already off, the next and easiest step is to swap the
barrels before you put the pistol back together.  The Wilson Combat
barrel may need a little file work if the fit is off, but this one dropped in
and fit perfectly.

Next up was the TruGlo
Micro-Tac laser.  The pack-
age had the necessary tools
for installing the unit and
for making elevation and
windage adjustments.Now it’s time to install the rear sight, and the tools used are a socket wrench and the Universal Handgun Sight Tool from Fisher Solutions.  The

cardboard pieces are to elevate the slide to line up the sight with the sight pusher.

Here, we have a view of the new
TruGlo TFX sights installed on the
Glock sight.  You’ll notice the front
sight is easy to acquire with its
green color (the most visible color
for humans) and the white outline.

While built nicely and with
easy activation of the laser,
the TruGlo Micro-Tac didn’t
seem right for this particular
pistol.  Glock’s own “univer-
sal” rail prevents the Micro-
Tac from moving back closer
to the trigger guard.  The
Micro-Tac will work fine on
compact and sub-compact
pistols with a true Picatinny
rail system.
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comes into contact with the sight and
then pushes the sight out of the dovetail.  

Replacing the rear sight is pretty much
the same process. You simply flip the sight
pusher around, because you’re going to be
pushing the new sight in, and then you set
the replacement sight into the dovetail as
far as it will go. From there, the process is
the same; you clamp the slide with the
blocks, and then start turning the bolt
again until you have the new sight cen-
tered on your slide. It’s a good idea to
remove any type of dovetail sight by push-
ing the sight out from left to right, as you

are looking at the slide from the rear, and
replacing the new sight back into the
dovetail from right to left. This is how
dovetails are fitted and not doing it this
way runs the risk of enlarging the dovetail,
making subsequent sight installations
looser. Once you get to the range, you’ll
need to make adjustments there for
windage, but it’s quite simple to do.

WILSON COMBAT 
MATCH BARREL

Because we already have the slide
open and clear at this point, this was the

best time to insert the 4.02-inch match
barrel from Wilson Combat.  Wilson’s web-
site claims less than two inches at 25
yards with good ammo.  Also, the barrel
has conventional rifling, as opposed to the
polygonal rifling from the factory, and it
has a fully supported chamber.

After reading up on the barrel, I saw
that, because of different gun dimensions,
some users might have to do “very minor
material removal” so the barrel will seat
properly. That’s when beads of sweat
popped up on my forehead. I could just
imagine a big pile of metal shavings on

the floor and a 3.5-inch barrel instead of
4.02 inches. But, it turned out the match
barrel was a perfect fit, and no material
removal was required. If there is material
to be removed from the barrel slide inter-
face and you feel adventurous, you can
use an India stone to remove a slight bit at
the front shoulder of the barrel where it
locks into the slide. There is a flat spot on
the bottom of the barrel where it locks
into the locking block that may need to be
slightly fitted as well. Use the stone a bit,
and then use a marker to mark the high
spots and try the barrel again in the slide,

then stone more if needed. Go slow and
use the “stone and try” method. Usually
with these “drop in” barrels, they are only
a couple of thousandths of an inch off
because of manufacturing tolerances, so
very minor fitting is required. If you do take
off a little more material than required,
don’t worry, the gun will still have excep-
tional accuracy since 90% of the barrel’s
accuracy does not come from the fitting,
although that certainly helps. The majori-
ty of the accuracy comes from the match
grade qualities of the rifling’s bore and
groove dimensions.

TRUGLO MICRO-TAC LASER 
TruGlo sent their Micro-Tac Laser, and it

had a nice, bright green laser that was
very visible. I kept my dog busy with it for
about 15 minutes. The issue I encountered
was that the laser unit sat a little too far
forward because of Glock’s universal rail
system design. It’s not a true Picatinny
set-up, so you can’t move the unit back
closer to the trigger guard.

The Micro-Tac seemed to be built
well, the On/Off buttons were very posi-
tive, and as mentioned, it had a nice,
clean, strong output.  Unfortunately, it

Installing the Talon Grip on the Glock 19 was the next step in the process.

Once you’ve got a feel for how the grip should line up on the G19’s
handle, clean the handle with the provided alcohol swabs, let it
dry, and then peel off the backing off the Talon Grip.

An important part of the process of installing the Talon Grip is to loosely
wrap the grip around the Glock’s handle without stretching it too tightly.  

Here is the finished grip after it was wrapped, heated slightly with
a hair dryer, and the entire surface and edges were pressed firmly
to be set in place.

Federal sent a supply of 9mm in to assist with the upgrades and test the difference between the regular version of the pistol and the
enhanced version.
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wasn’t going to work for me on this par-
ticular pistol. It’s better suited for com-
pact or even sub-compact pistols with a
true M1913 accessory rail so that it can be
set back closer to the trigger guard for
easier activation.

TALON GRIPS
While Glocks are fine pistols with a rep-

utation for accuracy and reliability, I think
the grips leave a little to be desired. Talon
Grips has come up with an alternate solu-
tion that I like very much. If you like stick-
ers, well, you’re going to feel right at home
with their grips.

Talon offers both a granulated grip and
a rubberized grip offering for the Glock 19. I
opted for the rubberized grip because I felt
it would be less abrasive against my cloth-

ing and/or skin. Installation is fairly sim-
ple, but you need to make sure you follow
the instructions closely.

You start by lining up the edges of the
Talon Grip with the left-hand side of the
Glock’s handle. Once you have a good
feel for where it’s supposed to start, you
clean the Glock’s grip surface with the
supplied alcohol pads to remove any
grease, oil, or dirt that might impede the
adhesion process. You then remove the
backing from the Talon Grip, once more
line the edges up correctly on the left
side, and then wrap the grip around the
Glock’s handle.

Don’t yank or stretch the material
while wrapping it around. It should fall
into place nicely on its own. Once you’ve
come back around the front strap, you

simply lift up the original left side, and
place the excess material underneath it.
It’s an easy install, and I had no problems
doing it in just a couple of minutes. 

Now, there is one last step. You have to
use a hair dryer or heat gun to warm up
the entire grip a bit at a time, and press
down on the textured material so that it
sets in place, especially around all of the
edges. This process took about 10 min-
utes. I probably took a little longer than
necessary, but I wanted to make sure I had
covered every spot.  

CRIMSON TRACE LG-452
The other laser I tried out on my

enhanced Glock was the LG-452 laser that
mounts to the accessory rail, but also
extends back under the trigger guard and

against the front strap with a pressure
pad for turning on the laser. I didn’t
know if the extra material from the
Talon Grips would throw off the fit,
but it turned out to work just fine with
the new grips installed.

I really like the LG-452 from
Crimson Trace. It is built solidly and
offers a more intuitive way to turn on
the laser. There is a pressure-activat-
ed button located under the middle
finger, so just a normal hold on the
grip will turn on the laser. It uses 
one CR2 battery, and provides over
two hours of continuous use of the
green laser. It also has a master
on/off switch for those times you
want to shoot, but don’t want to 
use the laser.

THE FINAL PACKAGE
Overall, I was pleased with how

everything worked out, and how 
easy the process was.  It took about
2.5 hours for me to finish everything,
but would have been much quicker 
if I hadn’t needed to check the light-
ing, take pictures, check the pictures
and repeat.

If you’re hesitant, like I was, about
doing these kinds of things, stop wor-
rying. Do a little research and jump in.
The most technical part of this was
installing the sights, and that was
fairly easy.  

As you progress, you might want to
think about adding a replacement
trigger or a different firing pin, but for
now, you’ve made some significant
changes that will improve the han-
dling or your firearm and contribute to
its overall accuracy. 

Making these changes is a 
no-brainer. CC

Contact Info
TRUGLO, Inc.
www.TruGlo.com

Wilson Combat &
Scattergun Technologies
Technical Questions: (870) 545-3618
www.WilsonCombat.com

Talon Grips
(970) 879-9600
www.TalonGunGrips.com

Federal Premium Ammunition
(800) 379-1732
www.FederalPremium.com

Crimson Trace Corporation
(800) 442 - 2406
customer@crimsontrace.com
www.CrimsonTrace.com

To round out the package, celebrate a
bit and make it a functional system, I
ordered a CrossBreed Holsters
SuperTuck to fit the G19 with the
Crimson Trace LG-452.  It’s an excel-
lent carry system that’s both comfort-
able and stable at the same time.

MEC-GAR
1/2H


